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Goddard school district orders 29 books removed from circulation | KMUW

https://www.gliscrittoridellaportaaccanto.com/2017/09/libri-hate-u-give-il-coraggio-della.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.kmuw.org/education/2021-11-09/goddard-school-district-orders-29-books-removed-from-circulation


Conservative parents are trying to ban books in Kansas City schools. Students won’t let them. | KCUR - Kansas City news and NPR

https://www.kcur.org/education/2021-12-03/conservative-parents-are-trying-to-ban-books-in-kansas-city-schools-students-wont-let-them












Book Challenges 
– A Form of Censorship



Censorship: 
Who or what comes to mind?

• Joseph McCarthy

• Banning or Burning Books

• Facebook

• Mao Zedung

• 1984

• Cancel Culture

• Facebook



Censorship – a story as old as time

“Censorship generally involves the use of coercive 
power to prevent, suppress, or punish expression”

““Censorship is a confession by rulers that they 
cannot coexist with nonconforming ideas, and 
therefore it is always a display of weakness.”

“What is venomous for persons in one social class is 
often nourishment for those in another, and class
questions pervade most censorship issues”.



Changing Dynamics in Censorship

Censorship benefits 
the governing body 
at the expense of 
the powerless

Internet & Social 
Media Platforms 
achieving power 
and  information 
suppression



Ancient Greece & 
Rome

Plato’s Republic – a 
system of censorship 
on behalf of Youth

Athens – a haven for 
debate and 
dissention



Ancient Isreal & Early 
Christianity

•10 Commandments
•Torah
-----------------------------------------
•Early Christen Writers Apostles 
Paul & John
• As for us, we cannot help speaking about 

what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:21



China

• 213: Burning of the Books & Burying of 
the Scholars

• Confucius 
• 18th Century Aisin Gioro – Controlling a 

Future Generations Thoughts
• Mao Zedung – Books Bans & Death 

Tolls 
• Xi Jinping – Book Bans  / Internet 

Controls



Medieval 
Christendom

•Spanish 
Inquisition

•Catholic Church’s 
Index Librorum
Prohibitorum



Lost Mayan 
Writings

•Writings Dated 
back to 100 BC

•Only a few remain



The 17th and 18th 
centuries

• John Milton’s Areopagitica

• Freedom of Press (Against 
Pre-Publication 
Censorship)

• Questioning Licensing 
(Previous Restraint)

• United States Bill of Rights



United States

• Sedition Act of 1798  
& Benjamin Franklin 
Bache

• Sedition Act of 1918 
– 1920



First Known Book Burning 

• William Pynchon's, “A Meritorious 
Price of Our Redemption.” 1650



New York Society 
for The 
Suppression of Vice

The Canterbury Tales

Margaret Sanger’s 
Birth Control 
Materials

James Joyce



An American 
Tragedy

Library Board Burns Book for 
“Leftist” ideas



McCarthyism • Subservice & Leftist Books Banned in Overseas Libraries



Drake Public School – North Dakota
“I read in the newspaper that your community is mystified by the 
outcry from all over the country about what you have done. 

Well, you have discovered that Drake is a part of American 
civilization, and your fellow Americans can’t stand it that you have 
behaved in such an uncivilized way. Perhaps you will learn from 
this that books are sacred to free men for very good reasons, and 
that wars have been fought against nations which hate books and 
burn them. 

If you are an American, you must allow all ideas to circulate freely 
in your community, not merely your own.”

Kurt Vonnegut



The First 
Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.” –
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution



1931: Symbolic 
Speech Protected

In Stromberg vs. California, the Court 
determined that "symbolic speech" is protected 
under the Constitution. 

*GRAPHIC NOVELS*

Yetta Stromberg. February 21, 1931 (Getty/Bettman)



“freedom for the thought that we hate”



1957 - Obscenity 
Convictions 
Constitutional

Roth vs. United States



1973 – Obscenity Three Pronged Test

• whether the average person, applying contemporary 
community standards, would find that the work, taken as a 
whole, appeals to the prurient interest

• whether the work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive 
way, sexual conduct specifically defined by the applicable state 
law

• whether the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, 
artistic, political, or scientific value



Other Rulings of Interest

1982

Education vs. Pico (School Library Books)

1992

R.A.V. v. St. Paul (1992)

1997

Reno vs. ACLU (Internet Speech)

2011

Snyder vs. Phelps (Hate Speech)



The Technological Age

• Information Firehose –
can be manipulated and 
restricted
•Access Algorithms
• Social Media Viewpoints 

Restricted
•Book Ban increases





Banned Books Week





2022 Book Challenges (Interactive Map on ALA site)



Who Initiates the Challenges?



Where Do Challenges Take Place?



Organized Groups

• Moms for Liberty

• No Left Turn in 
Education

• Local Social Media 
Groups connected to 
larger organizations





Big majorities reject book bans - CBS News poll - CBS News

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-bans-opinion-poll-2022-02-22/


Can Libraries Maintain 
Neutrality?

• Develop Diverse 
Collections

• Representing all the 
opinions, viewpoints, 
and values of our 
community.



Missouri
Missouri passes law to banning 
sexually explicit books from libraries.

School Library Association
Lawsuit (ACLU)



Arkansas
Crawford County Library Establishes “Social 
Section”

Law is passed (Under Injunction) that would 
criminalize the distribution of books to minors 
that are deemed “obscene”. 



Texas
Texas House Bill 900, the Readers 
(Ratings) Act

#1 in Nation for Banned Books

(Rep Matt Krause effect – 850 Books)

https://www.chron.com/politics/article/texas-book-law-sexual-ratings-18116607.php


Indiana



Illinois
"Book bans are about censorship; marginalizing 
people, marginalizing ideas and facts. Regimes 
ban books, not democracies“     Gov. JB Pritzker



Kansas
•Parental Bill of Rights

•Kansas Public Library 
Systems Support



Keywords to Note

• Parental Rights / Parents Rights (you will pick up legislation 
related to family matters, so know this going in)

• Obscenity, pornography, sexuality, sexually explicit
• Comprehensive Sex Education
• Critical Race Theory
• Social Emotional Learning
• Sensitive Materials
• Gender



Banned Books Week



Books Unbanned



Library of 
Congress

The Library preserves and 
provides access to a rich, 
diverse and enduring source 
of knowledge to inform, 
inspire and engage you in 
your intellectual and creative 
endeavors.



WPL 
Mission

Winfield Public Library’s mission is to 
support everyone in their enjoyment 
of reading and the pursuit of lifelong 
learning.

We connect and enrich our 
community with welcoming spaces, 
relevant programs, and friendly, 
knowledgeable staff.

We provide equitable access to 
information through books, programs, 
and resources.



Core Values

To be a welcoming, accessible community space & resource for all

To empower individuals to meet their living & learning goals

To uphold the freedom to read, to learn, to discover

To continuously seek and implement improvements

To be responsible stewards of the library as a community resource

To adhere to the ALA Code of Ethics



Upholding 
Your Right to 
Read (LEARN)

• Collection Development with 
Community Approach

• Challenge policies & procedures

• Interlibrary Loan

• Advocacy through Professional 
Associations & Community 
Conversations

• Programs & Events that allow for 
diversity in perspective and voice



Family Rights & 
Parental Authority

• Modeling Literacy Practices

• Parental access to child 
records

• Encouraging family outings 
to the library

• Offering diverse collections



“it is also this freedom — to contest and 
exchange, to critique and comment, to 
inquire and imagine, and yes, to speak —

that is at the heart of all advance, advance 
in scientific and human knowledge, as well 
as political equity”

AYAD AKHTAR (Novelist & Playwright)



What can you do?

PEN AMERICA 

“TAKE ACTION”

COUNTER CENSORSHIP 
WITH ADVOCACY

READ CHALLENGED 
BOOKS AND TALK ABOUT 

THEM

WORD CHOICE

MATTERS



Ray 
Bradbury

“There are worse crimes 
than burning books. 

One of them is not 
reading them.”



Questions?



But what about Dr. Seuss?  Is this removal censorship?



What about European Hate Speech Laws?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://knightfoundation.org/articles/seven-ways-high-school-student-views-on-free-speech-are-changing/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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