Spring 2016

FRIENDS OF KANSAS LIBRARIES

Recognizing our members
Congratulations to all the nominees and winners of this year’s awards and grants! The FoKL
Board is pleased to announce Moundridge Public Library Friends Group as this year’s
Outstanding Friends Group (in communities of less than 4,000 population). Moundridge Friends
will receive a $100 donation. Their winning activities are detailed on the following page.
Moundridge Friends, cont’d on Page 2

Congratulations in order
This year, the FoKL Board selected two
Outstanding Individual Awards. According to her
nominator, “longtime patron of the Cherryvale
Public Library Patty Hornback really stepped up
to help with projects around the library.” She was
one of their key bakers/decorators for the Friends
Annual Valentine Cookie Fundraiser. Over three
days, volunteers baked 2,880 cookies. Patty also
helped supervise student volunteers and kept
things organized. Not afraid of physical labor, she
hurried to complete a painting project in the lower
level, climbing ladders and crawling on the floor to
paint trim. Patty provided time and labor to clean
the library, tidy the yard and accomplish other tasks.
She was a great supporter of library programs like
Grown Up Busyhands that teaches others to knit,
and Halloween Book and Treat that provided over
700 children a free book while trick or treating.

Friends of Kansas Libraries is a statewide organization of groups and individual
members committed to helping libraries meet the need and expectations of their
communities. It can provide startup grants to communities establishing new Friends
groups or having unique program needs and provides technical assistance to local
groups upon request. FoKL Point is the official publication of Friends of Kansas
Libraries.

Outstanding Individual Award
winner Marylyn Wenzl has
rotated on and off the Vermillion
Public Library board for almost
30 years, was secretary for
several years and director
for a year. The library’s board
members work different days to
help keep the library open, and
Marylyn schedules them, filling
in if needed. She organizes the
school’s Kinder Prep reading
session and assists those
reading to the children. Marylyn
updates statistic reports,
processes and records donated
books, files cards in the catalog,
and alphabetizes children’s
books. In addition, she delivers
books to Manhattan, returns
books to Vermillion, helps with
the book van, and cleans the
library when necessary.

For more information or to submit newsletter articles,
please contact: Wendy Morlan, editor,
Pleasanton Lincoln Library, P.O. Box 101,
Pleasanton, KS 66075, pleaslinlib@ckt.net

Award recogniton, cont’d.
“This group of dedicated
library patrons has made a
huge impact in our library,
not only by utilizing the
resources our library offers,
but also planning and
carrying out events that have
brought funds and positive
recognition to the library.”

Moundridge Friends, cont’d from Page 1
The Moundridge Friends meet monthly
for coffee and baked goods to brainstorm
ideas for the months to come. They share
thoughts, laughter and, most importantly, a
love for reading and the library. The schedule
of activities over the past year impacted not
only patrons, but community members as
well.

January/February/March - Members
developed and installed a “little library”
at their local coffee shop, donating materials,
signage, materials and books. Sip and
Share is a place where books are displayed
and community members can take a book to read, bring it back, or replace it with another. It’s
an avenue for community members to get food, drinks and enjoy reading.
April/May - The group applied for and received a FoKL Challenge Grant for Tech Tables
for their newly remodeled community room just in time for Summer Reading. In addition
to groups of children, the tables are used by the Jr. Book Club, adult book clubs, board
meetings and Friends Group meetings.
June - Members organized and set up stations for Cooking Fun, a summer reading event.
During this interaction between the generations, participants enjoyed a morning making fun
snacks and then tasting them.
September/October - Fourth graders visit the library twice a month for library time and book
talks. Students worked with members of the Friends Group on a special fall project, each
receiving a pumpkin they decorated as Storybook Characters. Patrons were delighted to
view the creative pumpkins.
November - Utilizing the Moundridge Community Foundation’s Match Day for non-profit
organizations, Friends members promoted information and encouraged community members
about supporting their library. Their efforts helped raise $2,200, which was matched for a total
of $4,400. The funds were added to the library’s endowment fund.
The Friends Group also sponsored a booth at the annual Moundridge community-wide
Christmas Arts and Crafts Fair, contributing baked goods and handmade items and
visiting with shoppers about the library. They raised $400 to help with future library projects.

Coming up ...
FoKL awards Challenge Grants
to several deserving libraries.
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Challenge Grant Awards
Friends of Cherryvale Public Library
Organized in 2006, this Friends Group has had
a resurgence of energy this past year due to
some new members. Wanting to expand the
library’s adult programming they utilized the
results of a patron survey. It indicated there
was a desire among the older population to
learn and use computers, though most had
few skills. The Friends named their Challenge
Grant project Cyber Seniors. It is intended
to assist older community members with the
knowledge to use technology competently.
A series of programs is aimed at those with little or no knowledge of computers and other
internet-related devices and hardware, as well as how they can be used.

Friends members have
agreed to continue fundraising efforts to pay for
materials, organize programs,
promote events and classes
and tutor attendees.

The project will also address the need for additional equipment for the library so
demonstration and hands-on classes can best advance participants’ skills. After the first
round of classes, members hope to encourage “graduates” to become “teachers.” This would
allow the program to continue as an ongoing educational opportunity as well as socializing
event. The result would provide access
to online agencies of particular interest to
the older population, with in-person visits
and possible webinars.
Aimed at seniors with hearing and vision
difficulties, equipment needed for the
programs would be purchased. Friends
members have agreed to continue
fundraising efforts to pay for materials,
organize programs, promote events and
classes and tutor attendees.
The Friends Group was awarded
$250 to contribute toward the purchase
of headphones with volume control, a flatscreen magnifier, 14” laptop, 10” 2-in-1
tablet, and 15’ HDMI cable. We wish
them success with their program and look
forward to the result of their efforts.

Friends of Cherryvale Public Library’s nomination
was provided by President Tammie Logan.
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Challenge Grant Awards, cont’d.
Friends of Ida Long Goodman
Memorial Library
Awarded a $200 Challenge Grant, the Friend of Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library was
organized in 2004. Their library maintains a genealogy room where deaths, births and
weddings are noted in card catalog format from issues of the weekly newspaper, The St.
John News. The newspapers have been processed on microfilm, but there are seven years
of missing information (1947-1954) that need to be addressed. The grant they received will
assist in paying a stipend to an individual to bring the genealogy information up to date. The
genealogy room is used by patrons, as well as individuals who e-mail or phone requests for
information about relatives.

Friends of the Kingman Carnegie Library
This longtime Friends group in Kingman, Kansas was
organized in 1981. Perseverance paid off this year when they
were awarded a $500 Challenge Grant to provide a more
comfortable and fun teen area. Currently, an estimated 50
teens a week visit the library. They bring their laptops to work
on projects, browse the Internet and annoy the youth librarian
by listening to music that is too loud. A decision was made to
improve the teen area because of an increase in attendance
at gaming programming. Through a non-competitive grant offered by the State Library in
2014, the library purchased an XBox gaming system. Popularity of games like Just Dance and
Minecraft proved a need for more space.
By improving the space to look more friendly and comfortable, the library hopes to increase
attendance for teen programming. The revitalized teen area’s red and black color scheme
will match the high school’s colors. The grant will support the growth of more gaming
programming and a larger area for the teens. Using those funds, the library will purchase
a large café table, two gaming chairs and a more visually appealing TV stand. The Friends
Group will purchase a magnetic chalkboard, a 32” TV and a comfortable rug.
Their nomination from Youth Services Librarian Nicole Balkenbush included a detailed
floor plan of the proposed teen section. We look forward to learning how these exciting
improvements will be received by the youth of Kingman, Kansas.

Friends of Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library’s Challenge Grant application was
prepared by Friends President Helen Hullman. The Friends of Kingman Carnegie
application was prepared by Youth Services Librarian Nichole Balkenbush.
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Challenge Grant Awards, cont’d.
Friends of the Kinsley Library
To reach their project’s goal, the Friends Group partnered with the Kinsley Rotary Club, the
District Rotary organization and the Kinsley Library. They hope to provide the 2013 Kansas
Small Library winning library with a new color copier with networking, printing, and scanning
capabilities. It will help the library meet two needs in the community. First, it will support the
library’s extensive children’s and adult programming efforts. Each year about 3,000 children
and 1,000 adults attend library programs. Children’s activities require photocopying materials
for preschool story hours, summer reading activities, teen book clubs and educational
resources for students. Adult discussion groups also need copied resources, handouts and
evaluations. The new copier will help preserve in paper form the community’s history through
oral history transcripts and historical documents and research.
Secondly, the project will allow the library to offer the public continued black and white
photocopying, increase access to color copying , and add scanning and faxing capability
all at a reasonable cost to the public. This is an important service in their rural community. In
2014 patrons made over 10,000 black and white copies. The new energy efficient machine
will also result in a $1,000 savings in maintenance and toner cost. Those funds will then be
available for other resources and activities that will benefit the community.

Friends of Louisburg Library
Another early established group, Friends of Louisburg Library
dates back to 1982. Membership has waned over the years,
and they recognized a need to breathe new life into their
group. Their project will be a combination membership drive,
awareness campaign and entertainment – just in time for
Mother’s Day. Their mother-daughter event, provided in a
tearoom atmosphere with food and drinks, offers attendees an
opportunity to learn to paint a picture. Artist Heather Eslinger
supplies all art supplies and instruction. The $300 grant
awarded by FoKL helps allow the Friends Group introduce new
people to their organization and increase awareness. While
the food is catered, current Friends members will decorate,
serve, participate and clean up. The event will be held at the
Louisburg Library, a member of the Northeast Kansas Library
System.

Friends of the Kinsley Library’s application was
prepared by Friends Chair Vicky Haskell. Friends of
Louisburg Library’s application was prepared by Staff
Liaison Connie Powell.
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FRIENDS ACTIVITIES in Kansas
A Friends holiday event idea
The Friends of The Lansing Community Library helped host a holiday open
house in December for their patrons. Children made a variety of crafts and story
time with Library Director Terri Wojtalewicz. In addition, the Friends sponsored
a gingerbread decorating contest. Participants chose to decorate a traditional
gingerbread house or go with a Star Wars-inspired theme. The Friends provided
the prizes for contest winners.
Jim Fricke, Lansing Friends President, said they had never hosted an open house
before, but it was a very successful event attracting both children and teenagers.
“This is what the library is all about,” he said, “bringing the community in.”
New Lansing
resident Vicki
Mowery, was
there with her
grandchild.
“I am impressed by how
active the Friends group
is,” she said. She hoped
to join the Friends and
start a Scrabble group that
would meet regularly at
the library.
Luke, age 7, said he had
a “great” time at the open
house. “Best library visit I ever had. I also like the hot chocolate.”

Friends of Tonganoxie Public Library
After receiving a start-up grant from FoKL in 2015, the Tonganoxie Public Library has
created both a Foundation and a Friends group. The Foundation is currently focusing on
a building campaign and the Friends group is recruiting new members. Director Cindy
Stewart Grant said, “Many thanks to FOKL for helping us get the ball rolling.”

News from Laura Carroll, Adult Services,
Basehor Community Library
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FRIENDS ACTIVITIES in Kansas
Friends of the Johnson County Library
“The purpose of the Friends is to bring together individuals interested in the Johnson County
Library system; promote informed community interest in the Library functions, resources,
services and needs; and to provide supplementary funds for the Johnson County Library.”
Their involvement provides special events, member recognition, financial and advocacy
support and much more. We accessed their 2015 Year in Review on their web site, to
learn just how much impact they have on their library system. During the year, Friends of
the Johnson County Library provided continuous support for Johnson County Library. New
members joined their organization and operations continue to expand. Last year, nearly
400 volunteers provided over 19,000 hours of service to the Friends by way of the Library.
The Friends sponsored and participated in several events to promote the Library and
increase visibility for the organization including:
• National Library Week bookmark design contest presentation to winners
• Pinnacle Award Reception and Dinner – Summit Sponsorship Level
• Volunteer Recognition Luncheon
• American Library Association Conference in San Francisco
• National Free Comic Book Day
• 2nd Saturday Author Events for Luis Carlos Montalvan, Andrew Smith, A.S. King, and
Jessica Day George
• Prairie View Middle School and Shawnee Mission Northwest High School author events
for EK Johnson
• Bookstore promotions and sales to highlight National Library Week, National Friends of
Libraries Week, Banned Books Week, and Celebrate Teen Literature Day
• Delivery of treats to Library staff during National Friends of Libraries Week
As of January 21 2016, the Friends operate three used bookstores – inside Antioch Library,
8700 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Merriam; inside Blue Valley Library, 9000 W. 151st St.,
Overland Park; and inside Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th St, Overland Park. These
stores provide visibility for their organization and enable the community to purchase gentlyused books and audiovisual materials at bargain prices. Revenue from these stores totaled
$92,830.02 thru 12/31/15.
The Friends purchases all items weeded from the collection for $50,000 per year. Additional
funds support the annual bookmark contest, early childhood literacy, leadership development
through the Library’s Leadership Program, and publication and distribution of The Guide.

See the Friends of Johnson County Library’s
web site for more information:
www.jocolibrary.org/friends
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FRIENDS ACTIVITIES in Kansas
Haysville Friends of the Library
Three years ago, the Haysville FoTL decided to celebrate Pi(e) Day. Pi Day is an unofficial
holiday commemorating the mathematical constant π (pi). It’s observed on March 14 (or 3/14
in month/day format), since 3, 1 and 4 are the three most significant digits of π in the decimal
form. In 2009 the United State House of Representatives supported the designation of Pi
Day. Haysville Friends request donated pies from their Friends members to sell whole or by
the slice as a fundraiser. They also request volunteers to help with pie sales.
At their Annual PotLuck Supper, they presented an engraved silver tray to their Friend of
the Year, Klyda Hall. Currently president of the Friends, Klyda has been active in most of
the Friends activities, and has served in many capacities. Their annual event also included
speaker Ken Reavis, who shared early Kansas History with attendees.

Friends of the Wichita Public Library
Exciting news from Board Member Judy Burgess
about the progress on a new library in downtown
Wichita. Bids have been let for the library which
will be located near Exploration Place. At their
recent Volunteer Luncheon, 120 members
received a copy of “Uncloistered Halls: The
Centennial History of Wichita State University”
written by the late Craig Miner. The books were a
generous a donation from Miner’s wife, Susan.

News from Marion Renner, Haysville Friends of the Library
and Judy Burgess, Friends of the Wichita Public Library
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FRIENDS ACTIVITIES in Kansas
Friends of Salina Public Library
The Friends of the Salina Public Library awards scholarships to those who qualify.
Requirements for qualification are:
• Applicants must have volunteered at the library a minimum of 30 hours
		 during their high school years.
• They must be high school seniors who have a 2.5 GPA and plan to attend
		 an accredited school or college.
• Relatives of current Friends board members are ineligible.
• Applications must be submitted with a current high school transcript,
		 two written recommendations and an essay (minimum 250 words) stating
		 what a Friends scholarship would mean to you.
• Recipients must attend their high school’s Honor Night.
• Recipients must give permission to the Friends to publicize the award.
• Applicants must work at least 1 Friends book sale. (setup or tear down)
Those selected for 2016 are:
Quinton Burger, a senior at Sacred Heart High School, he plans to attend Kansas State
Polytechnic in the fall. His goal is to receive his technical prerequisites then transfer to
Kansas State University, where he will focus on Pre-pharmacy and Medicine. After receiving
his undergraduate degree he hopes to further his studies by obtaining a Doctorate of
Pharmacy. Quinton has volunteered in the Library for five years with several years as Media
Organizer.
Karady Taylor attends Salina South High School, and plans to attend Kansas State
Polytechnic in the fall. At this time she is undecided, but is considering the fields of family
and child social worker, psychologist, early childhood development, or even becoming an
attorney. Karady has volunteered over 60 hours at the Library.

Friends of the Basehor Community Library
The Friends of the Basehor Community Library held their bi-annual book sale in April. They
raised $1000 which goes to supporting the library’s summer reading program. In addition,
they added three new members of the Friends’ board. Emily Kiefer, board president,
said, “We’re looking for new fundraising and membership recruitment ideas!” “We are so
appreciative of the support from our Friends group,” said Diana Weaver, library director.
“Their contribution to the summer reading program makes a huge difference.”

News from Janet Schmidt, Friends of the Salina Public Library,
and Laura Carroll, Adult Services, Basehor Community Library
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FRIENDS ACTIVITIES in Kansas
Fairmount Library Club
The Fairmount Library Club was
organized in 1894 as an aid society
to advance the library of Fairmount
College. It is said to be the second
oldest Women’s Club organization
in Wichita, The Club, originally called
The Ladies’ Library Club, started the
library by gathering baskets of books
from people in the neighborhood.
In 1900, the club raised funds to
finish and furnish the Domestic
Economy Department, a kitchen
laboratory where the “whys and
wherefores of Household Science”
were taught. Today, as in the past,
the club continues to promote “general social and literary interests among its members and
to financially support the now Wichita State University’s Ablah Library by securing valuable
literary contributions. Those who are current members of the Fairmount Library Club have
received new life from the appreciation, the interchange of ideas, and the sympathetic
association of women. Though we may “not be learned in gracious household ways,” we
are eager to know and do what it best and
noblest. Written by Melvina West, and
Membership Report
condensed from WSU Library Records
Board Membership Chair Janet Schmidt
reported the current number of members
by regional library system and categories
of contributors. Thirty-one new members
have joined as of April 15, 2016.
.
KCMO
2
Best Friend
6
CKLS
5
Bookworm
3
NCKLS
7
Groups
59
NEKLS
35
Individuals
30
NWKLS
8
Libraries
16
SCKLS
31
SEKLS
17
SWKLS
8
total
116

Current members of the Club meet regularly
and were treated to a luncheon by FoKL
Board Secretary Sally Hayes in her home
Tuesday, April 19. She gave a Books I
Treasure program, sharing books that had
been in her family for over a hundred years
up to the present time.

News from Sally Hayes, Member,
Fairmount Library Club
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FRIENDS BOARD on the road
Board meets in Manhattan and Hutchinson
Friends of Kansas Libraries Board members meet in person several times a year to visit
libraries with Friends organizations and conduct. In January, our location was the Manhattan
Public Library. After our meeting, we were led on a behind-the-scenes tour by director Linda
Krupp and viewed the proposed area for future book sales.

Our April board meeting was held in the Hutchinson Public Library’s auditorium. We were
regaled with stories about the efforts of their Friends organization by longtime members
Cheryl Wardlaw and Marty Fee. The Friends staff an on-going Friends Book Store near the
library’s entrance. They also hold book sales and attempt to redistribute every book received
through donations. They scour Pinterest for ideas to repurpose books that don’t sell, or are
otherwise unusable.
During the meeting, board members
reviewed applications for Challenge
Grant Awards, and nominations for
Outstanding Individuals and Friends
Groups.
We also learned the Kansas Library
Association Conference Committee
would offer a half-price fee for one-day
registration on Wednesday, the day
our Friends’ and Trustee activities take
place. The conference will be held in
Wichita, Oct. 19-21.
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Look for more information about
special conference pricing and
FoKL activities in the next issue
of FoKL Point.

FRIENDS BOARD, cont’d.
Aurelia leaves Board
Friends of Kansas Libraries Board members
were unanimous in their gratitude for the efforts
of former Board Member Aurelia Jackson.
Aurelia served as Northwest Kansas Regional
Representative for FoKL, in addition to Public
Relations chair. The parade of clever e-mails
reminding members to nominate their Friends
for FoKL Challenge Grants and Awards were the
brainchild of Aurelia, as well as numerous fun
posts on the FoKL Facebook page.
Before her retirement, Aurelia worked as
Cataloger/School Consultant for the Northwest
Regional Library System in Norton, KS,
Aurelia was a joy to get to know and her optimism
and cheerful help on the FoKL board and with
conference activities will be sorely missed!

Welcome Mickey
Michaeline (Mickey) Chance Reay joins the FoKL Board as Trustee in the North Central
Region. She teaches courses in Women’s Studies and Education at Kansas State University.
Mickey received her Ph.D. in Humanities Education and an MSW in Social Work from Ohio
State University. In 1998, her research resulted in an exhibition
at the Riley County Historical Museum and an accompanying
book, Land Grant Ladies: Kansas State University Presidential
Wives. Additional research deals with the Harvey Girls,
waitresses along the route of the Santa Fe Railroad, and
historic sites on the K-State campus, especially those related
to women. Mickey serves on the Kansas Humanities Council
Speakers Bureau and has been leading TALK discussions
since 1999.
We look forward to utilizing Mickey’s many talents on the board!
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FoKL BOARD MEMBERS
We call on you to be part of FoKL
Serving on the Board of Friends of Kansas Libraries offers “priceless”
rewards. Our board members meet with enthusiastic and creative Friends
throughout the state. Though volunteering takes time, it offers much
satisfaction. Can you be a library advocate? Are you enthusiastic in your
volunteer efforts? Are you willing to be part of a creative team that shapes the
future of a statewide organization? Please note vacancies on the list below.
Officers:
President, Judy Burgess, Wichita, jlb6468@sbcglobal.net
Vice-president/Governance Chair, Cathy Newland, Silver Lake, newland.cathy@
gmail.com
Secretary, Sally Hayes, Wichita, svh@swbell.net
Treasurer/Finance Chair, Laura Carroll, Basehor, lcarroll@basehorlibrary.org
Immediate Past-president, Carolyn Little, Topeka, little.carolyn67@gmail.com

Regional Trustees:
Northeast: Laura Carroll, Basehor, lcarroll@basehorlibrary.org
North Central: Michaeline (Mickey) Chance-Reay, Manhattan, mreay@ksu.edu
Northwest: To be filled
Central: Janet Schmidt, Membership, Salina, janfraser@usa.net
Southeast: Wendy Morlan, Newsletter Editor, Pleasanton, pleaslinlib@ckt.net
South Central: Sally Hayes, Wichita, svh@swbell.net
Southwest: Royce Kitts, Liberal, director@lmlibrary.info

Trustees at Large:
#1 To be filled
#2 To be filled
#3 Nancy Keith, Effingham, nascarnancy882@yahoo.com
#4 To be filled
#5 Vikki Jo Stewart, Wichita, greyma1@cox.net
#6 To be filled

Special Board Members:
United for Libraries Liaison: vacant; Kansas Library Association Liaison: Judy
Burgess; Kansas Library Trustee Association (KLTA) Liaison: M.E. Grosdidier,
megrosdidier@gmail.com; FoKL Web Site Coordinator: Carolyn Little
FoKL, c/o Northeast Kansas Library System, 4317 W. 6th, Lawrence, KS 66049

Help Us Help Kansas Libraries. Join online: www.fokl.net
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